
Advanced Poker Cheat Sheet:In-Depth Guide

As you progress in your poker journey, the game becomes less about the cards you have and more 
about how you play them. This advanced cheat sheet will delve into high-level strategies and 
concepts that can give you an edge over your opponents.

1. Range Analysis: In poker, it’s impossible to know exactly what hand your opponent has. Instead, 
we use the concept of ‘ranges’ to estimate the set of possible hands an opponent could have in a 
given situation. A player’s range can be influenced by their position, previous betting action, and 
their perceived playing style.

Understanding ranges is crucial because it allows you to make more informed decisions. For 
example, if an opponent raises from early position, their range is often stronger because they have 
more players left to act behind them. Conversely, if an opponent raises from the button (a late 
position), their range could be much wider because they have fewer players left to act.

By considering ranges, you can start to think about what your opponent might have, what they 
perceive you to have, and how they’re likely to react. This can help you plan your moves ahead of 
time and make more profitable decisions.

2. Exploitative vs. GTO Play: There are two main strategic approaches in poker: exploitative play 
and Game Theory Optimal (GTO) play.

Exploitative play involves adjusting your strategy based on the tendencies and mistakes of your 
opponents. If an opponent is too passive, you might bluff more; if they’re too loose, you might play 
tighter and wait for strong hands to win their chips.

On the other hand, GTO play involves playing in a theoretically optimal way that is unexploitable 
over the long run. This doesn’t necessarily mean you’ll win every hand or even every session, but it 
means that no one can consistently beat you if they’re also playing optimally.

In practice, most players use a combination of both strategies. They try to play close to GTO by 
default, but when they spot a particular weakness in an opponent, they’ll deviate from GTO to 
exploit it.

3. Multi-Tabling: Multi-tabling involves playing at multiple tables simultaneously and is common 
practice in online poker. It allows you to increase the number of hands you play in a given time 
period, which can lead to higher profits over time.

However, multi-tabling also comes with challenges. It requires excellent attention management 
skills as you’ll need to keep track of multiple hands at once. It can also increase variance because 
you’re playing more hands.

If you decide to multi-table, start with just one or two extra tables and add more as you become 
comfortable. Use features like tile or cascade view to organize your tables and consider using 
hotkeys to help manage your decisions.

4. Mental Game: Poker is as much a mental game as it is a game of skill. It involves dealing with 
uncertainty, managing emotions, and making decisions under pressure.



One key aspect of the mental game is ‘tilt’, which refers to making suboptimal decisions due to 
emotional distress. Common causes of tilt include bad beats, coolers (losing with a strong hand), 
and extended losing sessions.

To manage tilt, it’s important to recognize your emotional state and take breaks when needed. 
Mindfulness exercises can help improve your emotional control and decision-making under 
pressure.

Remember that poker is a game of skill over the long run. Short-term results are influenced by luck, 
but in the long run, skill prevails.

5. Advanced Bluffing Techniques: Bluffing is an integral part of poker strategy, and at advanced 
levels, it becomes more nuanced and complex. Here are some advanced bluffing techniques:

 Blocker Bluffs: A blocker is a card that significantly reduces the likelihood that your 
opponent has a specific hand. If you hold a blocker to your opponent’s potential strong 
hands, it might be a good opportunity to bluff.

 Probe Bets: A probe bet is a bet made out of position on the turn or river after the player 
who had the initiative on the previous street checks. It’s a way to take control of the hand 
when your opponent shows weakness.

 Float Bets: Floating refers to calling a bet with a weak hand on the flop with the intention of 
bluffing on later streets. It’s a way to exploit opponents who frequently make continuation 
bets.

 Floating vs. Barreling : While floating is calling with the intention of bluffing later, 

barreling is the strategy of continuously betting on multiple streets. Understanding when to 
apply pressure and when to back off is crucial. 

6. Tournament vs. Cash Game Strategy: Tournament poker and cash game poker require different 
strategic approaches due to their unique structures.

In cash games, the blinds stay constant, and you can rebuy at any time, which allows for a more 
consistent strategy. You can play tighter and wait for premium hands.

In tournaments, the increasing blinds and survival aspect introduce additional strategic 
considerations. You’ll need to adjust your play based on your stack size relative to the blinds and 
consider factors like ICM (more on this below).

7. Independent Chip Model (ICM): The Independent Chip Model (ICM) is a mathematical model 
used in tournament poker to assign a monetary value to each chip stack. It takes into account the 
payout structure and the stack sizes of the remaining players.

Understanding ICM can significantly impact your tournament strategy, especially in situations like 
final table play or on the money bubble. It can influence decisions like whether to call all-ins or 
how aggressively to pursue chips.

Remember, poker is a lifelong journey of learning and improvement. The more advanced your 
understanding, the more nuanced your strategy can become. So take this cheat sheet, hit the tables, 
and may the flop be with you!



8. Leveraging Blockers in Multi-Way Pots : In pots where multiple players are involved, having 

blockers can be even more crucial. You can make more educated guesses about the holdings of 
multiple opponents and choose your actions accordingly.

9. Squeeze Plays : A squeeze play is a pre-flop bluffing strategy. It involves re-raising after there 

has been a raise and one or more calls. It aims to exploit the original raiser's potentially wide range 
and the callers' capped ranges.

10. Delayed C-Bets : Instead of continuation betting on the flop, consider occasionally delaying it 

to the turn. This can be effective against players who are prone to floating or are overly aggressive 
against standard c-bets.

11. Adapting to Meta-Game : The 'meta-game' refers to the overarching strategies and trends 

popular at any given time in the poker community. Staying updated with the latest strategies and 
being able to recognize and counteract them can give you a significant edge.

Remember, while knowledge and strategy are fundamental in poker, the ability to adapt and make 
real-time decisions based on the specific situation and your opponent's tendencies is what truly 
elevates a player's game. Stay observant, continue learning, and always strive for a deeper 
understanding of the game's intricacies. 


